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Luke 23: 28. Daxghters of Jeruſalem, weep not fi 
' "me,but weep for your ſelves, and for your Chil, ew, 
4 N Har Subje& fitter for this ſad occafion,than athearh 
&Y, of weeping ? what Language can we better ſpeak, 
,Or- more agrecable to-the dark-Providence that we are un- 


. der, then fighs, and. cries, and lamentarions ? How. merciful | 


. was God to him, whom. he hath' taken to himſelf, ang how /-- 
vere t0 #6, in. this ſtroke ? and oh whar hard and ſtupid hearrs 
'haye we? ſhould we be fo inſenſible of Gods heavy Ingig- 
'nation, and our;irreparable loſs,as ro give him juſt occaſion 
.to. complain,as.in Feremzavn, 5.3. Ibave ſmitten them and they 


bave not grieved.. You of this. Congregation haye reaſon to fir 
down. in bitterneſs, becauſe the Almighty bath dealt very bit- 


. terly with you.. And-to cry out as ſomerimes 7oaſh did over 


| Eliſha, 2 Kings 13. 14. My Father, my Fajber, the Chariots of 
Jjrael and the Horſemen thertof : and as Rachel, once to weep, 

. and hardly to be comforred, becauſe he js not : and for r 
part. I ſhall rake up David's Lamentation over Zonathar, wit 


. Brotbervery pleaſant halt. thou been ihito me. 


bo 
- 


"fits ,.n0 ſtrained finews, no diſtortions, no convulfions in 
the. 


- 
. 


Bur methinks I over-hear him who being dead,yer ſpeak- | 


.,erh,calling upon us in-our.Sayiours words,7eep not for me, AS 
for my own parr,I haye reſt for labour,joy for ſorrow,peace 
For trouble, caſe for,pain 3 I feel no aking Bones,no falling 


. Grave. And for what I find in Heaven you ſhall know 
when you come thither. My refreſhing time is come, God 
hath now wiped clean away every tear from my eyes ; 'and 


Cuery drop of ſweat from my Face, and every ſad thought from | 
"my heart; and therefore I forbid your tears for me, Pegg 


. For me., Bur if your ſwelling paſſions muſt have vent. ,*< 

_ ctr whoſe the loſs.is.. Alas,ir is not mine.bur yours 5 and there- 

turn. the ſtream into the right Channel, ep #0t for meg hut 

« weep for your ſelves and-for your Children, > a 
__ <1 | 7 Yipheſe 


David's affetions, 2 Sam.-1.-26. I am diſtreſied for thee, my- 
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; n the forrow and the tears of thoſe, wo 
| gh rhe. death of Chriſt hinſelf. | 


 L_ 


ſaally have moiſter brains, #n 


 dariger though they wete free and 


4 Hence 4 ri 1 of zily ot! 
*._ bur theirs,in rhe Verſe before" TE ths hit Our. 
-- . "Turns hi 


3 {t'5 
Foy he forbiddeth them to Dali ters bf 9 
weed #0t for me. Add inthe, veep 


$ tvis, and for yout Children. ny ee 
dit command and forbid'the' Wo £08 


Þ &y yet in relaripn to a divert jet; h relation 1 TY 
, E 


"0 Yhemſelves , heallowerh 
fetwtt, and foy your Childyen. 
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{ Theſe were our Saviours words ſoinerimes;in which he ts 


Dead he vags in 


y,condemned by. Pare, delivered ro the Romain 


So him to the? of Excqurion. Such tragic! 
arances are uſually artended with a Sulctude” of loo el 


| Cha by how much thegrearer,and tire remarkable the 


perho's who is to ſuffer ,, ſo much the.grearer is the con- 
courſe; And hence it was rhzr ſich "eh Nader ple fo 
Chrift, on whom cheeyes of the Whole Nation the fv 
were fixed, thoup h with different affe&ions ; fome iv ſecure | 
him froma teſene, forme ro mock hit and deridehim ; z ſotne 
o gazewpon the Prifoner and obferve his Fain nt in iy 
FE) march, and ſome to ſee the Exeturio Fi ea 


there were 2 fort of 3 eople that RR th;of | tbe | 
Ll is obſerved rhar they in ns, I make 
'Vecauſe 091d u- 


o queſtion there were mer thar w 
4 mepol command upon” their 
ons, and fo are more inclinable to yerit their ſorfow'in 
A flood of rears then then, eſpecially, becauſe their paſfions 
are fior much regarded neither; fo char there was no fearvr 
their Torrow. 
it is thar there is no nod Br Tt 


Fr 
ſelf, anddire&s his Speectr ro then i the oh 
xr have . been read, Daughters of ff 200 veep at fo r 


mr, bat far youtt ſelves, "and for yur Childt 


” Now in this Speech of Jeſus Gprift W vet izfly the 
conſidered abs pombe & Pra, MTs thi 7 


lxce we have the prohib/tion:of « 4 | 
ph we rave hi $4 

4 He-wtr þ fot fer 

n-fes he FR ftor 

s in the'falnje te- 


03, in which he: allowerh chen'r 


forbiddeth theth to w+e not. fot me. n're 
NPs Teo et \ but weep for Jour 


.; Theroral final and irreparable ruine of Feruſalep as near 
at 


: 
drm 


thine eyes. And therefore he alloweth them to weep for this, 
who are ro have a ſhare and portion in that dreadfu} defo- 


fore able to endure ir ,* and to evercome it too 3-and who 
was ſhortly to be reſcued from the jaws of death, and fo tri- 
umphantly roenrer inro Glory : he forbidderh them to weep, * 
Weep not for me,but weep for your ſelves, and for, 8c, , 5 


So._that rhe purpoſe of our Saviour is not wholly.to ba, 
&- 5 


þut ro re&ifie their ſorrow, They wepr fot him ont 6 
childifh kind of piry,bur they wept not for their ſins,nor t 
unſeen calamiries thar were abour'to come upon them. And 
therefore Chriſt endeayours to withdraw their ſorrow from 
the wrong,and fix iron the right obje&; And to this end he 
thews rhem why they ſhould nor weep,and why they bbyld, 
weep wot for megbut for your ſelves, and for your Chile. Two 
Obſervations lie before us in. the Texr. The firft,” That jt 
not unlawful nor . unfit ſometimes to expreſs out grief in tears. 
The m_— we are very ſubje to miſplace cur grief,and: 
to miſtake the ground aud objett of onr ſorrow. 1ſhall ſpeak to 
theſe in order,beginning with the firſt, : 
' Dot. Tharit is not unlawful nor unfir ſometimes to e&x- 
preſs our grief in tears. SS DN 
We have our Saviours warrant for ir in the Texr,wezp for 
your ſelves,and for your children. There weep and weep on. 
How ofcen are we called upon to weep.in Scripture ? Oh 
whar a cloud of weepers ſhall we find there, who are all wit- 


neſſes to this great truth! And ſome of them the 7/27 hd , 4 


the bolieſt mentioned in the Book of God, without excepti- 
on, Our Sayiour Chxiſt himſelf,che holy One,and the - 
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Yom of God, was a very great Weeper. He was 4 #41 of or- 
70w5,n0t of a few, but many ſorrows, 1/a, 53. 3. You neyer 
read he laughed inall his ſtory, but you find he wept often. 
In rhe daysof his fleſh he offered up trong. cries and tears to 
Ged, Heb.5.7. He wept for his beloved Lazarus, John 11.35. 
Andif we do the like on this occaſion, we haye a great exam= 
ple in our cye. He melted over poor undone, Fery(alem with 
many tears ,- who had  over-pals'd the day of her gracious 
- » Viſitation. PEO vp NT 4. 
"Look up and down among the poor afflited and diftreſſed 
people of the Lord, and you ſhall find thar tears have been as 
ordinary with them, as their daily food, Thou fezdeſt them, 
faith 4japh, P/.80.5.With the bread of rears,and giveſt them 
tears-to drink. Tears were both their meagand drink,and ir 
ſeems they had their fill of rhis Diet; - This was the Legacy 
our Saviour lefr-ro his Diſciples, ye hz weep, Fobn :6.22..1t 
Is obſerved of the Sainrs, they ſow 1n-4ears, they go forth weep- 
71ng,bearing precious Seed, P/.126 5, Their ume of ſow:vg,1s 
a rime of weeping. They ſow in ſhowry weather,in a rainy 
xime, the Secd they ſow moſt commonly in ſteep'd in tears. 
Mine eyes,(airh David, is, conſumed withgrief,P/.6.7.: He,wept 
ſo much that he was ſhriveled up.ro. nothing like a bottle 7x 
4 ſmoak, as his. own expreſſion is,P/., 119,:83. * 
.You ſee then ir is not unlawful nor jjt (ometimes to ex- 
preſs our grief in rears.Bur you will ask me what the/e times 
ar? 1 willtell you in a word, fenning tim's , and ſuffering 
times,are weeping times. A word or two. of theſe in order, 
I. Sinninggim:es, are weeping times, And that whether 
they be finning times with others, or our felves. . ... ..;., 
* 1. Sinning.times with others , - muſt be ſorrowing times, 
with us, Our Savidurs Bowels rowPd within him, when he 
Jook'd abour , and /aw th: haraneſſe of the Peoples hearts, 
' Mark 3. 5. Rivers of waters run down mint eyes, faih Dpvig 
- to the Lord, P/.11:9 135. becauſe men beep. not thy Law. 
they will not hear faith Feremzab, ja pre 17, My Soul (hall 
need 71 fecvet playes for their pride, and mine gyes (hall weep ſore 
ry run down with tears,, ' My:Soul and Eye {hall weep toge- 
ther. You ſhall obſerve that thoſe whom God appointed to 
be marked aud fangled.ous for preſervation ,” in a common 
Acſolation,were ſuch 45 ſighed and cried for the abomjyations 
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from the abominations of the time” and place on which the 


Providence of God had caſt ther, but they mourned for *' 
them inorhers. They werenor meer abftainers, but they wete 
mourners, weepers too,and fo were ſnatched as fire-brands: * 


our of the burnings, & ſer az monuments of the'mercy of God. 

Brethren, if you defite to be preſerved in times of common 
deſolation,when the judgements of rhe Lord are abroad up- 
on the earth, and on the places of your havitation, and ro 
be ſafe 7u the day of his anger,work your hearts to this rem- 
per, while other men are fſinning,be you mourning; While 
others are committing horrible abominarionszbe you lamen- 
ting and bewailing ther, fighing and crying for thoſe abo- 
minations, That when God come to viſt, he may find the 
ſighs breathing from your hearrs, the drops running down 
your cheeks, and all about you wet with tears. 

2, And as inning times with others, ſo ozr ows ſenning 
timeseſpecially,muſt be our weeping times, ThoughDatzd were 
a good man, yer he was a great ſzzner,and ſo he was a great 
weeper, In Pſal.6. 6. We find him even drowned in tears, 
All the night long (faith he) I make my Bed to jwim, and wa- 
ter my Couch with my tears. An Hyperbolical expreſſion of 
unmeaſurable weeping. So, Mary Magdalen, had much for- 
given her, and thereupon ſhe loved much, and wept much, 
Yea, ſhe made a bath of rears, in which ſhe waſhed the feer 
of Chriſt, Lybeg. 37. Ic is obſerved of the people of the 
"Fews, that when they had ſurveyed their monſtrous fins, 
they drew forth water (our of the Fountains of their guilty 
eyes) and poured it before the Lord, 1 Sam. 7,6, When once 
their hard and rockichearts were {mirten with remorſe, they 
melted into tears. They weprt by Buckets,not by Drops.It is a 
woful frame of hearr,when men can fin, '»ut cannor ſorrow. 


2. As finning times are weeping times, ſofgfferivg times 
ering tinyes. 


are weeping times. And that wherhcr theybe 
with others or our ſebves, 

1. Suffering times with others, muſt be forrowing rimes 
with us. We guſt weep with them that weep, The Holy Ghoſt 
himſelf rakes notice of ir,as remarkable,in Nehemiah,ch.1 4. 
rhar when be beard of the diftreſſes, of his Brethren, he /2? 
down(as one aſtonied)arnd wept and mourrcd revtary xn 
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of Feruſalem, Exck. 9. 4. They did not only keep themſelves | 
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eremiah crieth outin fuch a caſe, 0b that my head were wa- 
. Fa nathing clſc)a1d mine eyes 4 fountain of tears, (both eyes. 
ofic Fountain Ythat Lwight wrep day and night(withour cefſati- 
on). for the ſlazn of the Daughters of my People. It is our dury. 
#o,xemember them that are tn Bonds, as boynd with them, and 
theas that are daſkrefſea, and broken and undant,as if weour ſejves 
were broken aud @ndont with them. Oh let it nor be ſaid of 
any of us, thar we ſw:m in pleaſures, while our Brethren jwim 
in tears. Thar we have lain upon our coſtly Beds, & ſtrexch- 
cd our ſelves upon our S, thar we hav@caren the 
- Lambs our of the flock, and. the Calves out of the ſtall, that 
we have chanred to: the Viol and inyented Inftruments of 
Muſick «to our ſelves, that we drink Wine in Bowls, but are 
nt grieved for the afftiftions of fol, Amos 6. 4, 5, 6. 

\ 2, And as whenorhers are afflifed, ſo when we our /elves 
are ſo, it is a proptr time to ou. The poor diſtreſſed 
Church draws up a Catalogue of all her troubles, Lamenta- 
tinns, 1, 12, &c, And then concluderh art the 16.7erſe,for 
theje things I weep,mine eye, mine eyegrunneth down with wa- 
ter, Yea, ſhe complains thar ſhe hatl wept ſo much, that 
ber eyes did farl with tears, Lam.2,11. I might give other 
Scriptures, where you ſhall find them flowing abundantly on 

\ fach occafions. Bur this may fatisfie ro*ſhew you,tbat zt is 
not unlawful, nor unfit, ſometimes to expreſs our griefs 1ntears. 
Apd what thoſe weeping times are + Times of inning, and 
rimes of. ſuffering, either with others, or wizh our ſelves. 

&[t. x. They are miſtaken then;who think it an unworthy - 
and unmanly thing ro weep, to drop a tear ar any rime, as if 
iz argued fcebleneſs of mind,and imbecillicy of Grit. How 
many daring Gallants are there in the World, who deſpiſe 

Gods mourners,and look on ſuch. as weep, fog.the abominatr- 

#4 0s, or the deſolatzons of the rimes, as a cotypany of poor 

weak low So And yet Hezekiab wept,and Davia wept, 

3 even till he Swned himſelf in rears z who norwithſtandin 

wat as pallant and as. brave a man as ever lived. *The wiſe 
man tells us, that there is a tzye to weep, Eccleſ.3.4. And 
where ſaith he'of mournzng thou art mad , and of ſorrow, 
What is it that thou doeſt? As hegdothof joy and laughter, 
Where.do you find a bleſſing poured out on laughter, as you 
do on tcars and mourning? There are but nine FE 


and this is offe, Ble{ſed 

comforted, Mat 5.4. And therefore they deceive themſelves 
who.ſcorn mourners,and labour to pur on that Apathie and 
Idolence, which, is ſo much commenderi.by the Stozcks > 
Who think ix is theis Paricnce,and inſyperable Fortitude of 
mind,to be diſquiered with nothing, neither fins,nor ſuffer- 
ings, ſo far ax leaſt, as to ſhed rears. Their Parience is ir? 
No, 'tis their (exflcſnefs, 1 have ſghitten them and they have 
not. grieved, ſaith God, of bardned 1/rael, Fer.5. 3. Ic is not 
Patteuce bur Stupidzty,tharhe bewaileththere in thar people. 

#{ 2. What ſhall we think of thoſe who have no time for 
rears,or ſorrows: They ſpend their time in mirth,and plea- 
fure, and chaſe away. all thoughts from their hearts, be the 
occaſion what ic wil{,or what ir can: Theſe are merry men 
indeed, 1 wiſh they would: but ſadly lay to heart theſe few 
Confiderations,and 7-ſhall paſs on to the third Uſe. _ 

1, It is a foo!zſh thing, to melt away in mirth and laugh- 
ter, eſpecially ar ſuch a time, when there is nothing upon 
every. fide bur cauſe of ſorrow. No queſtion they conceive, 
it1s their wiſdom to be lively ſtill, however matters go,and 
.to drive away ſorrow from their hearts. Bur whar ſaith So 
lomon, the wiſeſt man that ever lived, Eccleſ.7.4. Tbe Wiſe 

mans heart 1s in the houſe of mourning. If his Body be nor 
there,yer his keart ar leaft,is there, Bur on the other fide, 
the heart of Foals is 1n the bonſe of marth. You \know they 
uſe to paint Fools laughing, and wife men, with a ſerious 
| grave compoſed look. And ſurcly there is ſomething in it,: 
bur the Fool hath nor the wit ro. pick it our. 

2, As it is a fooliſh thing, ſoit is a ſi»ful thing, to give 
our ſelves ro mirth and laughter, when God calleth us to for- 
row. Itis a fin yhich God doth hardly ( if ar all. forgive } 
we: find that. he hath ſealed the commitrers. of ir-up to 
wrath,and bound the guilt of this, Iniquity upon their ſouls 
never to be removed again. Thar is a damning ſentence 
Which we find, 7/2.22 12. They were formidable Judgments 
which the Lord-had threatned, and agually infligted on the 
Jews. And thereupon he looked. they ſhould have cayficd 
and demeancd themſelves ike Mourners, like men,char were 
exrreamly ſenſible of his diſpleaſure, and much affeRed 
with his hand upon them/But they deſpiſed and lighted all 

a 


are they that mourn, for they (ball be. 
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_— themſelves'ro'mirth and pleaſure, and (waggeted 
ina br 

Sirtty this Iniquity ſhall 'ot be purged from you till you die, 
* 4, And as it is a'foaliſh, and a firiful'thing,ſo it is a day 


geroig thing.” There is a fearful woe denounced to ſuch as 


lang; for ithey ſhall mouwn. The Lord will one day turn 
their. vain and fooliſh mirth,to weeping and lamenration. Tr 


will be- Gall and Wormwood in the larter end. They thar 


are always making merry, and never grieve art the'diſtreſs 
of the Church, rhey ſhall go captzve with the firſt, as God de» 
nouncerh, 4moms., 59. Whoever eſcape they ſhall be ſureto 
Fave their portion. The Lord will ſet them im che Front to 
undergo the ſharpeſt brunt, and the more fierce encounter 
. of his Vengeance. And though they bear ic outa while, the 
' Eord will ſurely meet with them another day, when they 


ſhall have their portion there, where there is noth71g elſt but 


mreping and wailing, and gnaſhing of Teeth, They thar-do 
nothing elſe bat laygh in this world,ſhall do nothing elfe bt 
w?ep in that to come, And all their carnal joy will prove 


crackling of thorns under & pot, ſoon in and ſoon our, and: 


flaſhes of Lightning before Erernal fire. 
#/e 3. And therefore in the third place, fince there are 
- + Times ro grieve, and to expreſs our grief in tears,ler this be 
a Caveat to 1:5,not to leok: for too much joy in.this world. Ler 
ns not caſt roo much upon ir, left we be diſappoinred and 
deceived. It's that we are very apt to cozen and delude our 
ſeves abour, when we are on a merry pin, and flouriſh in 
E _ eſtare, It is our manner to conelude that. we 
Jhall never have a ſtorm again,and that this happy time will 
never end, And fo we run upon a double inconvenience, 
we prow remiſs in making preparations for atime of ſorrow z 
and when ir comes upon us-unexpetted it cuts the deeper, 
"and difquiers vs the'more How often ſhall you hear it from 
t1e mouths of ſome, when any. heavy Crofs befalls rhem,alas 
they never dream'd of this, they never look'd to ſee this 
dnlefnl day : the weaker and unwiſer they. Did they nor 
know whar they are,horn ts trouble as the ſparks fly upward, 
fo that they have a -narural rendency to it ? That they are 
4andring ina vale of tears 3 in'which'they muſt look our for 
many ſtorms. Ir wasa pretty Speech of Sentra, Dolo? ak 
| v9lupt as 


raving way. * And whar was the event and flue of-it'5 - 


CES of 
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v1lypt as imbicem cedunt , brevior voliptas ; Joy and forrow 
have ſtill their turns and entercourſes here, but Joyx (moſt 
commonlyYharh chic ſpeedieft d'ſparch.And therefore in the 
midſt cf joy,Jet us be wiſely caſting upon times of ſorrow, 8& 
making preparation & provifton for them. And that you may 
not fatnr either in the ſen:e and. feelzng,or in the apprebenſcon 
and exp:(Fation of them ; I ſhall drop down a few Cordials. 

le Tre times of tears and ſorrow, are better for us then the 
#mes of mirth.and {aughter. And hence, ſaith Solomon,in the 
fore-alledged Scriptures, Eccleſ.7.2. It 7s better to go to the 
hauſe of morning then to the hole of fexſting.Is it nor a more 
leaſing goed, bur it is a more profitable goodsthough ir be nor 
more az:lightful,yer it is more benefzcral ro be where there are 
rears and lamentations, then to be where there is nothing 
elſe but laughter: And thar upon theſe rwo Accounts. 

1. Times of pricf and tears, prepare for grace, They fit 
us for the work of holineſs upon our ſouls. They lertle us, 
and fix us,and make us capable of good impreſſions. When 
there is nothing elſe but mirch, we have lighr and frorhy 
ſpirirs, off fancics rove, our thoughts and our imaginations 
wander : Bur when the Lord preſenterth nothing elſe before 
our eyes but tears and lamentarions, this calleth home our - 
thoughts, "Ir renders us unto our ſelves, and makes us fit 
for holy motions. We ſee it þyexperience, that the very 
men,who when rhey are upon a merry Pin,are ſenſleſs and 
incapable of any good, they haye ſuch vain and fooliſh hearts ; 
when they are brought into a melting frame, then they are 
mid and rame, as Lambs,then they are pliable and flexible, 
and traQable ; fo rhar a !7ttie child may lead them. a If you 
viſit them, if you counſcl and 4dviſe them for their good, 
then you ſtall have their cars, and hearts t00. | 

2. And as the times of grief and tears prepare for grace, . 
ſo they gncreape and further graze, Grace will ſpring and 
grow the more for ſuch ſhowers as theſe are. It. proſpers 
berrer in a m7ſt and watred then in a ary and barren ſoyl, 
And if you ſeareh the facred Srory.you will ind the greate/? 
weepers to have been the greareit Sainrs, AS Da+7!,Peter, 
yea, our Sayiour Chrift himſelf. Indeed rhis precry Seed 


- delights ro have ſuch dews as theſe; the Seed of Prayer,of 


Repentance, yea, that Immorral Sezd, the Word cf God, 
ES dotl 
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doth beſt when. it is ſown in tears.When we yepent in tears, 
-our hearts relent and melt moſt. When we preach and pray 
in tears, we move our ſelves and others moſt z <—5$7 vs 
me flere, dolendum eft Primum ipft tibi, This Seed when it is 
watred thus ſprings up the fafter, ' and bringeth forth the 
more plentiful increaſe. : 
2. Theſe rimes of grief and tears will end at laſt, and exd 
in Joy. Tou ſhall weep (uith Chrift ro his Apoſtles, ) bat 
your ſorrow (hall be turned into joy.They that ſow in tears ſhall 
reap in joy; and be that goes forth weeping, bearing precious 
Seed, ſhall doubtleſs come again with rejoycing, bringing his 
ſheaves with him. There is no doubr,no queſtion ro be made 
of thar, and therefore ir is bound with an Afeveration, 
which takes away all ſcruple from ir,he ſhall doubtleſs come 
again with rejoycing, bringing his fheaves with him. 7 is 
the cuſtom every where to have good chear,and ro be merry 
when they reap. So it was among the Jews,as you may ſee 
De:#. 46, 13, 14. And therefore this is uſed in Scriprure 
ro expreſs the greateſt joy, Iſa.9.3. They ſhall rejoyce before 
. thee according to the joy of harveſt. So,though the Chriſtian, 
ſows in rainy weather, in a weeping time, all ſhall be ſweer, 
and calm, and fair, when the reaping time comes, He ſhall 
fit down” with Abraham, and Iſaac, and Jacob, rp the Kjng- 
dom of Heaven, feeding on, the hidden Manna, and drinking 
of the pure and Chryftal River of Water of Life, proceed- 
ing from the Throne of God, and of the Lamb, and there 
they ſhall be merry all rogetker. When once he comes to 
God's immediate preſence, he ſhall have joy,fll joy, yea,the 
tulneſs of 11, Pſal. 16. laſt, In his preſence is fulne/s of joy, 
ard pleaſures for evermare. bn 
3. The joy that is to come will pay for all. Ir will be ſuch, 
{o plentiful and overilowing,that it will make a full awerids 
for all your preſent tcars and ſorrow; le will quite overcome 
the ſez/e, and the r:membrance of them, Alas, ourtrouble 
here is nothing, in compariſon, ir is a light and cafie Bur- 
rhen. Our afflittons is but ſhorr,it continues but a moment, 
but the rime is drawing nigh, when this little light ſorrow, 
ſhall be wholly ſwallowed up in endleſs and unutterable joy, 
Tis ſhowt aiflittion which !aſteth but a moment, ſhall end in 
ewirlaſting and unmixed pleaſures, 2 Cor, 4. 17. It _— 
| or 
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for uz, a far more exceeding & erernal weight of glory: Oh 
what-tranſperting, comfort is there many tines, in reaping 
rhe firſt fruics of the Spirit? that we are ready to cry ont, it 
the fr/# fruits be ſo ſweet, what will the Harveft be?If rherar- 
xeſt be ſo great,whar will the Poſeſſgon be ? Wherr we ſhall be 
filled and ſatisfied, with the delights thar heaven yields ro all 
etcrnity. I could ſay as Pcr,1t :s good to be here, let us build 
Tabernacles here, Bur 1 muſt haſten ro another Obſervation. 

Daft, 2. Thar we atc very ſubje& ro miſplace our grief, 
and to miſtake rhe Ground: and Obje& of our ſorrow. 

_ $o did theſe Daughters of Fery/a!em you ſee, they wept 
where they ſhould not,and they wept not where they ſhould. 
And therefore Chriſt Corre&s their ſorrow in the Text 
Daughters of Jeruſal&n,weep not for mg, but weep for your ſelves 
azd for your Childrex. A great part of the fin, and:cor- 
ruption that hath invaded humane nature, confiſts xhe 
diforder and diſtemper of our paſſions and affe&ions;* and? 
les eſpecially in two things, either when we. mſhi Tight 
objef, or tranſgreſs the juſt meaſure ; Wherr they are Ether 
ill placed, or il proportioned ; When we miſtake in either df ' 
them, When we are troubled where we ſhould ner, 'or too 
much troubled where we ſhould ; we are much to be con- 
demned;And both of theſe we are very ſubje& to. The firſt is 
pertinent 16 our purpoſe, we are extreamly apt to grieve and 
to be troubled where we ſhould not. It is no wonder that we 
find Eſas faulty here, miſtaken in the obje& of his ſorrow : 
. He jought Repentance, and ſought ir carefully with tears; as 
.you may ſee, Heb.12.17. But whar Repentance did he ſeek 
with tears? Alas he miſled his mark, he ſought nor his own, 
but his Fathers Repentance;, feſgn he would have his Father 
ro repent of his pouring our the bleſſing on the younger Bro- 
ther Facob,and conſequently to revoke ir,and ro call it back 
again : But when he ſaw that was nor to be done, and heard 
his Father ſay, .1 have blefſia him, and heſhak be bleſſed, be 
lifted up his vaice and wept, Gen. 27 38 Yea the Apoſtles 
and Diſciples of our Saviour Chriſt himſelf miſtook in this, 
that they miſapplyed their forrow. They were extreamly 
grieved and troubled ghat Chrift was ready to deparr,& to 
withdraw his tleſhly preſence from them :; Whereas herels 
__themplainly, It 7s exprdzent for you that Igo away, Joln 16.5. 
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It is nor only expedient for me,bur it is expedient for you ? 
fo that here was no real cauſe of grief and ſorrow. And hence 
our Saviour puts a ſtop upon ir, Fohz 14.1. Let not your hearts 
be troubled, q.d. I ſce that you miſplace your'grief, Come it 
- muſt nor be ſo; I will nor have it go be ſo; let nor your 


hearrs be troubled. ; 
Poor Mary was greatly ata loſs in this particular,ſhe ſtood 


beſides the Sepulcher of Chriſt weeping, John 11.20. Why 
what's the matcer? The Body of the Lord is gone. Had ſhe 
found him dead there, it ſeems ſhe had been very well con- 
rent : So, that her grief and ſorrow was in deed (although 
ſhe did not anderfland ir,and intend it ſo) that Chriſt was 
Riſen. She ſhould have wept over ah ynbelzeving heart,(Crhar 
doubred of the ReſurmeRion of her Saviour) and nor over 
an empty Grave, from which his Body was deliver'd; God 
, having /oofed the pains of Death,becauſe it was not poſſible that 
he ſhould be holden of it, Ads 2.24. : 

I might add other inſtances, bur theſe may fatisfie ro clear 
the-point; That we are very ſubje& to wiſplace our grief, 
and ro miſtake rhe ground and obje& of our ſorrow : And 
there are two eſpecial cauſes of it, v:F. Either becauſe our 

;nderſtanding 1s mifled,or our Aﬀeitions miſlaid, 

Reaſ. 1. Somerimes we are very ſubje& to miſplace our 
grief, becaule or underſtanding 1s mifled. We donor Juge 
aright of thar, which 1s indeed the only, or the greateſt 
cauſe of rrouble. Some apprehend their tears are fitter to 
be ſpenr on their Affl;&:ons, then rheir jzns: They'ſce no - 
great hurt in fin, bur they feel much in Aﬀiiftion 3 AMi&i- 
on is a grievous thing to them}; bur corruption is not ſo. 
There is a principle in Nature which makes a man averſe 
from penal evil, but there is none ar all, rhat maketh him 
averſe from [infzl vil : ſo thar a man needs nothing elſe bur 
Narufre ro make him (enfible cf penal evils of AﬀiRions, 
bur he needs more then Nature,to make him ſenſible of fin : 
And hence ir 1s, becauſe the greater parr of men have nc- 
thing. elſe bur nature in them, that theyare ſ6 exceedingly 
affe&ted with the one,and ſo regardleſs of the other. 

Now theſe affe(Fions follow apprehenſzons,as they always doz 
They are migaxen in their jadgements.and ſo they miſapply 
their paſſions ; They look vpon their, fins as (mall marrers, 

; but 
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bur they amplifie their troubles and affiitions, as he in the- 
Poet, Iam ten times,twenty tfmes,an hundrett times miſe- 
rable; And hence they weep for their affiiftions and will 
not be comforted z while they have not a tear to fpend upon 
their fins; And this in probability was frees cale, Fer 3o. 
Is. They were extreamly troubled at the mfcrics rhar 


.were upon them, but they were little rroubled at their fins; 


They cry'd becauſe of their Aﬀiigtions; they did nor only 
figh and mourn and grieve and weep, but more ther: ſo they 
cry'd aloud; which ſhews extremity of forron:Bur we hear 
nothing of any ſorrow for their fins. And therefore God 
comes in and interrupts them, why what's the matcer with 
you, can you tell why you take on in this faſhion? why cr:e/# 
thou for thine afl:ion ? thy ſorrow 7s incurable, for tbe mats 
titude of thine Intquitie : becauſe thy ſins are increaſed. 

And (o for penal evils, they miflake there too; They 
think that Temporal Fuldgements,are greater and heavier then 
Spiritual Fudgments: They take the bidity plague to be worſe 
then the plague of the heart : a famine of corn, then the famine 


of the wed; and fb they grieve more for the one, then for - 


the other; and they had rather looſe their Sav7oz, then their 
Hogs + That is the firſt reaſon then, why we miſplace our 
grief, Becauſe our underſtanding is miſled. | 

2. The ſecond is, Becauſe our Aﬀe&#797 15 miſl:d, T mean 
our lovesfor love is the commander of our orher paffions:Tc 
is the firſt 8 great wheel of the ſoul, that carries all the reft 
- abour,& governs ther as it pleaſerh. Love is the ſtrongeſt of 
the paſſions & affe&ions,& rherefore all the reſt yield roit, 
and are greatly ſway'd by it:And by this means it comes to 
paſs,rhat if we miſplace out Love,we are in danger to miſplace 
our {orrow 3 For we ſhall ſurely grieve for that moſt, which 
we love beſt, whether it be beft or not. Oh what a deal of vain 
unneceſſary ſorrow,do many throw themſelves into, by mif- 
applying this Aﬀe&Rion,! Their love is ſerled where it ſhould 
nor be,or it is ſtronger then ir-oughr to be,ro ſuch a fricnd 
to ſuch a"comforr,to ſuch arelation,& when hey find a di{- 
appointment by the remova}!, or the.change of rhat which 
they have ſer their hearts roo much upon, their griefis anſwe- 
rable to their love. Strong affe&ions(eſpecially when they mif- 
carry inth'obje& of themJdo caſt men into ſtrong affiiFions. 
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Oh how was David overcetne with the death of Abſalom ! 
though yet indeed, the cutting of him off , was a great and 
fignal mercy,to himſelf, and to his people. And therefore 
ion even ratcs him for ir, 2 San. 19.5. and following verſes. 
Saith he, Thou haſt ſham'd this day the faces of all thy ſervants 
who have [aud thy life? , and the life of thy Sons, and of thy 
a:ghters, and thy wives : Since thou baſt lowd thine enemzes, 
and hated thy Friends", and haſt declar'd this day, that thou 
regardeft neithe» Princes nor Servants + and 1 perceive that if 
Abſalom had lived , and all we bad di:d this day, it would 
have pleajed thee well. You ſce the reaſon of his immodefrare 
and overflowing ſorrow for him, was his inordinate affe&ion 
to him : which was (o out of meaſure great, that when he 
heard rhetews, his paſſion wronght, and he was haſting to 
a room to Pive it vent. 'But alas, he cannot hold rill he come 
rhither, but diſcharges'ar the ſþairs as he is going up, 2 Sam. 
18. 33. He wept as he went and {aid, O my Son Abſalom, my 
Son Abſalom, world God I bad died for thee, O Abſalom, my 
$0n,my Son. You ſee then borh that,and why, we are ſo ready 

ro miſplace our grief, and ro miſapply our forrow. 
#/e.. The application of the poinr ſhall be for caution and 
direftior,. both together ; To watch our hearts againſt ir, 
that ſo we-lay not our our tears amifs : Be circumſpeR thar 
you do not miſpleaſe your griefpand that you do not miſtake 
vhe ground and objeR of your ſorrow;like theſe poor Daugh- 
ters bf 7eruſalem,who wept where they ſhould not, and wepr 
not where they ſhould. Oh whar a deal cf prief do ſome 
men waſte away, when there is no.cauſe at all! how do ma- 
ny men rake on, when they ate croſt-in proſchtion of their 
lofts,and hindred in their fins, which is indeed a great mer- 
cy ? Oh whar floods of rears dc ſome men pour out upon 

- a petty ſlight eccafion, ar a rrifling accident ! 

Beloved,tears if they be ſhed aright,are precious things; God 
puts them up into his Bottl:,as if they were of great value : and 
yer. ſome'lay rhem cur on nothing : hew will they weep, 
and prieve, at any diſappointment in their ſmall affairs, any 
miſcarriage in their buſ{ineſs,and lirrle petty loſs, any unkind- 
neſs from their friends, or neighbours, any affront on pro- 
yocarion in the leaft degree; nay if they be but croſſed in 
their wills,though it be beſt indeed they ſhould : me their 
| ' forrow 


c 


, 4 4 4 1 T- 0 2 4 - CONS. ” y Oe V0 
pt Ts $4 ” SS 3 - ” Ys o a < 
” ” F . * > ay _ 
- © 
* # . J p v if 


ſorrow is beſtowed on lictle trifling incorfiderable things, 
Why, my beloved, haye ye not other manner of things then 
theſe to grieve for ? whar'think you of your own ſsns;with all 
their bloody aggrayations ? what rhirk you of the horrzþle 
abominations, and woful deſolations of the Land? and of all 
the wrath of God, that hath been lately manifeſted and re- 
veal'd from Heaven againſt us, more ways then Tamable ta 
expreſs ? I might be very large in ſhewing you particularly 
and diſtin&ly, both what you ſpould, and what you ſhoxld. not 
grieve for ; and giving youdireQions from the Word of God 
abour ir. But becauſe rhe rime ſpends,and I would not be pre-: . 
vented of that which I have principally in my eye, I ſhall paſs 
over many pther things that ſo I may aÞply my ſelf to the 
occafion, Methinks I ſee the clouds gather, and return after 
the rain : and out of queſtion many of you are came hirher 
' with a (ſufficient ſtock of ſorrow : your hearts are f3# of grzef, 

arid your Souls full of trouble , and your bottles full of tears, 

brim full. You have drawn watcr,and are ready-to pour it 

out before the Lord this day.My work ſhall be to guide you, 

and dire& you (with our Saviour inthe Text) how to be- 
ſtow theſe rears, and how ro ſpend this ſorrow, that you-may 

not weep in vain, I ſay to you as Chriſt doth ro the Daugh- 

rers of 7:ruſalem (with a little alteration) weep not for him, 

whom the Lord hath taken from you, but weep for- your ſetves 

and for your Children, | - 

1. Weep not for him. I know the loſs of ſuch an able,fa'th- 
ful, painful, zealous Miniſter of Chriſt as he was, ought to 
be very much bewailed ; men.f ſuch hidden worth as he 
had in him,and of ſuch publick uſe and ſeryice inthe Church, 
ſhould nor be raked up in their Graves, without tears,and la- 
menrations : Foa(h a wicked King wept for a good Propher, 

-and thar with very great afﬀeGtion, 2 K7'gs 13. 14. Be wept 
* over his face and ſaid, My Father, my Fathtr, the Chariots of 
Iſrael and the Horſemen thrreof.. And-if you mark the carci- 
age of the Saints, when ſuch as he (T mean our dear and 
worthy Brother) have been'raken from them, it would war-' 
rant all the tears you have to ſpend on this cccafion. In 


» the firſt of Kings 13.30. You find a Prophet burying a Prey 


phet, and melting over him when he Inter'd him 3 Hy laid 
hes Carcaſe in the Grave and monrned over him , 4nd ſaid 
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alaft my Brother / how ſolemnly did 1jrae! lament the death 
of Samuel,and made their grief as remarkable and publick as 
their loſs, x Sam.25 1. kk is obſcrved of Stephen that he was 
earried. by devout men to bis burial with great lamentation, Aits 
'8.2.And God forbid thar ſuch an one as we have loſt, ſhouid 
die away, as if he were 7ot deſired ; that he would ſteal into 
his Grave, as if there were no notice raken of his death. No 
my Beloved, weep, and weep on ; fit down and weep till 
you Tan weep no more z yer ſtill I ſay, weep nat for him. 

_ Your loſs 1s unacceptable indeed, ard rim perhaps will 
ſhew it to be greater then as yer you fee, Bur tell me-my 
Beloved, z he 4 loſer any way ? Nay, is he not an infinite 

ainer ? Is not rhjs beſt of all 7or bz Indecd ro have cor 
tinued in the fleſh was betrer for y04;a5 the Apoſtle ſtares rhe 
caſe, when he was ſtrained, Phz/.1.24. Bur for him it was 
far better Fo be diſſolved and to be with Chriſt, Now he enjoys 
a fall deliverance from all corpyptions,all temptations, all af- 
fiftions : a full retyrn of ali his prayers,and Breathings ater 

God and Chriſt,;n which he was tranſporred, when he was 
drawing near his glory : A full 7ewargd of all his tiring and 
inceſſenr labours, Oh blefied ſoul ! you know a voice from 
Keaven harh ſaid , Bleſſed are the dead that dit in the Lurd, 

or they reſt from their labours , and ther works” follow them, 
[Therefore I fay weep nor for him. 

There is one thing I muſt confeſs that makes this Providerce 
the ſadder to us. You know ic !s the Prophet Dav7ds Prayer, 
Pſ. 102. 24. Oh my God t2be me not away zn the midſt of my 
days. The Lord indeed hathiraken him away in the midſt of 
his days, and in the midſt of his M:n7/$;y. Buris he gone ro 
Heaven too ſoon? Too Toon indeed for yoy,bur nor for him. 
Is he got home ro. his Fathers houſe too ſoon ? Is he with 
God, and Chriſt,and Angels, and glorified Saints too ſoon ? 

 whar doth he wiſh thar he were back again with you? hath 
he his everlaſting reſt too ſoon ? his glorious recompenrce 
roo ſoon ? Brerthren,he wroughr a pace you know, while he 
had ftrength,and finiſhed the work that God had given him 
ro do betime. So that ir is no wonder <hovgh he hath his ' 
wages early,ſooner then ſuch dull heavy ſlugs as we ares His 
Tife was'ſhort indeed, though filed vp with grace and duty, 
and God hath mage but an exchange of an crernal one ſor ir. 


He was'a burning and ſhining light, burning with enflamed 
affe&ions, till rhe Oyl was ſpent,ang ſhining in a exemplary 
converſation. Bur this Lamp is zo? extinguiſhed, bur onely 
lighted xp,to flame and ſhine in a more glorious place. And 
rhere he ſhall ſhine forth as the Sun, for ever and ever. So that 
I may fay ſtill, weep not for ham. | 

2. Bur you will ask me, for whom ſhall we weep then ? 
I anſwer, for your elves, and for your Cnildren. 5 

I, weep for your ſelves. The Lord youſee hath made a wo- 
ful breach upon you,as it is ſaid of #4xzab, 1 Sam. 6.8. And 
rhar your hearts remain unbroken,they are unſutable to this 
heavy diſpenſation. God hath remov'd his holy faithful ſer- 
vant,not into a blind corner, but into a Cark pir. The Grave 
hath newly ſhut her mouth upon himghe is gone hence ro be 
no more in this worid : you ſhall behold him now no more 
in the Land of the Living : your eyes ſhall fee your Teacher 
hereno more for cyer ; you ſhall now be no more enlighten- 
ed. wich his clear :n/truGions : no more enlzver'd with his 
zealous exhorrations : No more qu77bned with his fervent 
prayers: no-more warm'd with his Heavenly diſcourſes : no 
more chear*d with his ſweer conſolations : no more guzded 
by his holy etample. The Lord hath made bim ap among his 
Fewels, becauſe indeed we were nar worthy of ſuch a preci- 
cious Gemme as he was : he hath in anger and diſpleaſure 
pluckr away one of our Pillars,as if he meanr-the houſe ſhould 
fall. And ſhall we be inſcnfible of ſuch a ſtroke ? Shall we 
have tears enough ro waſte upon our petty loſſes, and nor 
to have a tear to ſpend on this ineftimable and irreparable 
' one? Brethren, you are allow'd to weep here , though nor 
for him,yer for your ſelves: and that eſpecially in two reſpets. 

IT. For the ſins that you;.have done,tor they have made this 
ſad work. They. are the true and real.cauſe of all your loſſes. 
They are your fins thar binder good things that they come. 
not to you ; or tabe them quite away when they are come. 
If God carry you afide 7nto a Wilderneſs and ſtrip you naked. 
there of any mercy; asif he meant to laſh you co the pur- 
poſe 3 Your ways and your doings bave.procured you theſe thingss,” 
ſuch is your wichean?fs, Believe it , you haae finned ſome: ' 
way or other,againſt the Mercy which the Lord rakes from 
you : they are our fins againſt the Ordinances of the _—_ 
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_that caufe the Lord to take away our Ordinances from us. 
They are our fins 4g47"ſt the Minifters of Chriſt (in thar ca- 
aciry as Miniſters) rhat provoke him to.remove our Mini- 
ers from us 3 yea many times to take away the Candle- 
ftick and light rogerher. You may take up the lamentation 
of the Church this day 3 Th? Crown 1s faln from ow heads wo 
to us for we have finned. They are our fins that weakeg and 
impair and kill our Miniſters, who are indeed:the Charches 
Crown, and the glory of Chriſt, % 

Sometimes we overvaly? them,and then we kill them with 

- kindneſs. Sometimes we undervalye the, and then we kill 
them with negle8,. and make them ds their worb witherief « 

' . Sometimes we are untragable, and unthankfu), and vnfruit- 
ful; and God calls away his workmen our of the Vineyard 
.thar will yield no better fruir. - Nay fomerimes we decline, 
and grow remiſs,and cold, andl flat, we loſe our love ro God 
and Chriſt , and then he cakes away our Beloyed comforts 

* from us. Andlet mere]l you,fome of vou have backſlidden 
grieyouſly, and ſenfibly abated of your former Zeal and Ho- 
lineſs, and ſtrifneſs in the ways of God. Yea, finned /can- 

. daloyſly ro the diſhonour of Religion and the, Goſpel : this 
grieved our dear Brother, who will grige no more now; I 

.  hadir from his Mouth and Pen, how renderly he took ſome 
late miſcarriages\ and how near they went ro him : Theſe 
things brought him low among you, who was low enough be-. 
fore and made him to bewarl many who have manifeſtly ſin- 
ed, and have not repented,as the Apoſtle (peaks, 2 Cor. 12.21. 
Oh how it wounded him,afrer ſo many labours and ſo many 
ſufferings, for your eſtabliſhment and confirmation ; to ſee 
ſuch declinations and backflidings. He might have faid with 
the Apoftle, 1 Theſ. 3. 8. Now I live if you fland faſt in the 
Lord, if not Ide ; and dead he is. "3 q R 
Oh my dear Friends , What have your fins done ? What 
hath your.barrenne{s,and your unffuirfulneſs, and your back- 
\Niding done? I know you !1v'd him withra very high affeRi- 
on,and have made ir ro appear in many outward declarati- 
ons to your great praiſe. But the beſt way ro ſhew your love 
to the true Miniſters of Chriſt ; ho ſeek not yours, but you3 
who ſeck nor profit ahd applauſe,bur fraits ; is ro bear their 
juſt-reproofs and to be amended by them ; to hy ar gl 
"them 
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them in their regular. dire&ions 3. to follow all their good ex- 
| _— : forthe Miniſters of Chriſt are Samples to the flock, 
and Samples muſt be' wrought after. And in a word,to bring 
them in the return of all their labours , in holineſs and holy: 
walking 3 that they may ſee the travel of therr ſouls and be” 
ſatisfied. Nothing but this will ſatisfie rhem,and make them. 
ao their work with joy. 1know you lov'd him, as there was 
cauſe enough you ſhould ; bur ſay in truth, have you 77prov'd 
bim ? IT am aſſur'd that many of you (a conſiderable num- 
ber) have improv'd him to the utmoſt of your power. Thar 
you have made the moſt you could, of his indefatigable and 
inceſſant pains among you. That you have gathered up the 
very fragments of the Bread of Liſe, and pick'd up the very 
Crums, that nothing might be loft. Thar you have eye his 
exemplary converſation,and walked according to your pat-' 
rern. And Ts. make no queſtion is no ſmall comfort ro 
you in this delefal day. Burt have you al done this ? Are 
there no ſecret ſtitches at the heart of any of you, upon this 
confideration ? He ſpent his ſtrength indeed among you , . he 
waſted and conſumed himſelf, thar you might flougiſh. Bur 
rell me, have there been anſwerable fruits among you, of 
holineſs and obedience ? when he fed you, have you pro- 
ſper'd ? he gota poor lean wither'd body , that you mighr 
have fat ſouls. And are you all fat and well !zbing?. oh whac 
lean ſouls have ſome of you, who have attended on his Mi- 
niſtry, even/to his dying day : how hath your rich and fat 
Paſture been caft away upon you ? So that our Brother 
might have ſaid (in reference ro many) as the Propher did, 
T have ſpext my ſtrength in vain, However he z glorioms with 
his God, Bur Tam very much afraid that many of you will 
find this holy witneſs who is now aſcended, Witneſling a: 
gainſt you, when the day of trial comes. 

Dear Friends : Be not offended if I rell you, that your fins - 
have had a ſtroke in the" ſickneſs, and the weakneſs, and the 
death of your deſervedly_beloved Miniſter. They were our | 
fins that killed Chriſt ; -He was bruiſed for our tuiquities, and , 
breben for our fins. He bare our ſins in his Body on the Tyee, 
And ſo they are our fins thar killche Miniſters of Chriſt. You 
have often ſeen your Saviour ſlain before you, by and for your 
fins, NG yon haye ſeen a holy Miniſter of his,flain by the 

| ame 
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ſame hands. Andyer your fins live ſtill ro do more fuch work, 
and the Lord knows where ic will-end. There is no- execu- 
tion done upon them, who have done ſuch dreadful exccu- 
_  vion in our view. Oh let your hearts break, and your rears 
' run down,till your lufts be broken, morrified, and deſtroyed; | 
or elſe they will break you, and deſtroy you. If you have 
any love to Chrift,co the Miniſters of Chrift,or ro your ſelves, . 
u may ſee cauſe enough ro weep, though nor for our de- -- 
ceaſed Brother ; yer for your ſelvts,and for your fins. That's 

* the firſt thing then, weep for the ſins that you bave done. 

2. For the Fudgments that now you may be like to juffer. To 
this our Saviour referreth in the Text, weep for your ſelves and 
for yonur children, char is,for the extremity of wrath and dele- 
rery vengeance, that is about to come on you and them, E- 

- ven ſo ſfayI ro you my Brethren, with the Apoſtle, Fam. 5.1, 
Go to niw,weep and howl for your mi ſeries that ſha'l come upon 
you. Oh ler nor that cotnplaint of rhe Prophet, 1/a.575.1. Be 
renewed againſt you, The Righteons perifheth and no man lateth 
it to heart,and merciful men are taken away, none conſidering 
that the raghtzous is taben away from the evil to come. Our 
dear Brother now deceaſed was a righreous-man , yea a 
Preacher of righteouſneſs. The Lord you fee hath taken him 
away ; oh whar evil is come ! When {uch as he are hous'd, 
whar dreadful ftorms may there be Jike to fall ? Brethren, 
the holy Miniſters of God, are the peoples Life-guard, The 
Chariots of Iſrael and the Horſemtn thereof , 2 Kings 13. 14. 
They are anointed Cherubs thar cover. They are a fhelter and 
2 covering from the ſtorm, and from the rain, Somerimes 
They are'called Shepherds; and the bufinefs of a Shepherd is 

to keep and' fave rhe flock. Sometimes they are called 47- 
gels ; and Angels are the Guardians of the Lords people : 
they gnard,and cover, and prote& a people. 

Now this chey 40 while they 7nſtru&t them ſo to walk, that 
wrath may nor come upon them while they Tv»tercede with 
God,and ſtand up in the breagh, to keep out the indignation 
thar is flowing in upon it. A praying Mirifſter (and ſuch a 
one have you loſt one that bare you on his hearr continual- 
ly before the Lord (as Aaron did the names of 1/rae! on his 
Breaſt-plate.) I ſay a praying Miniſter,is a prore&ion ro the 
people. Its true, the fervent prayers of the meaneft Sa7nt,are 
| an 


an incredible defence to any place,ro ſave it from the ſtrokes 
of God. And therefore they are ſtiled Interceſſors, 1/a. $9. 
16, Beeauſe they mediate with God when he is angry, and 
by their zealons ſupplications hold his hands.. Bur yer hows 
ever, though irbea certain truth that God hath much re- 
ſpe& to the petitions of his weakeſt ſervanr,yea though per- 
haps ſome private Chriſtians may excel a holy Miniſter in 
prayer 3 yer God hath more regard to the intrearties of his 
faithful Miniſters, who have a ſpecial charge,and commiſſion 
ro be his Rememvrancers for the good of that people, which 
he commirterh ro their charge z and-their Peririons are of 
more avail and power with Gad both to procyre his bleflings, 
and avert his judgements. Moſes and Aaron among the Prieſts, 

and Samuel among them that. call on bis Name 's They called 
_ upon the Lord,and he anfwered them,Pſ.99.6. Why doubtleſs, 


ſo he heard the prayers of his other Saints. But theſe his 


holy Przeſts and Prophets had the Ear of God (as ſpecial fa- 
vourires have their Princes Ears) and could be heard and 
anſwered, when others were denied acceſs and audience. And 
this is not obſcurely intimated in that proteſtation of the 
Lord of 1/rael,concerning their approaching deſolation, Exeb. 
14.14. Though theje three men, Noah, Daniel and Job were 7x 


zt,they ſhould deliver but thety own Souls,By which, be infinua- 


tes,that when the abſolute Decree is once gone fcrth, ir can 
by no means be revok'd ; fo he ſeggeſts withal, that if ithad 


been feaſible,rheſe holy Prophers would haye done ir,(q.d.) . 


were thote three men'in Ifrae}, rhey would pur meto it hard, 
and rry me ſhrewdly to forbear the Land, I ſhould be hard- 
ly able to deny them, He ſaid be would deſtroy thrm,bad not 
Moſes /t»og before ham in the breach, to turn away his wrath, 
Pfa.106. 23. ' Oh how did Moſes ſtand againſt him,and bind 
the hands of rhe Almighcy,v-hen he was abour ro ſtrike. Ss 
thar the Lord intrears and flatrers with him to let him alone, 


Exod.32.10, While ſuch a Moſes are Interceſſors for a peo- . 


ple, God forhbears, he holds his hands , and reſtrain his ins 
dignation ; as he thar means ro ſtrike,obſerves what ſtrengrh 
. there will be likely ro oppoſe him : and when he looks and 
ſees, that there 7s n0 Interceſſor, then he goes on with his de- 
gn, Iſa.s9.19. Then bis Arm brings Salvateon ts bim,and he 
} uts on the Garments of Vingeanee. | 
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Brethren, you are Hh greater danger then yoware awate, | 


7 


by the removal of your prayihg Miniſter : for you have loft 


- one Interceſſor, if any breach ſhould happen berween God 


and you, Yea,you have loſt your covering, if a ſtorm of 
wrath ſhould fall. So tharir may .be ſaid of you,as it was 
once of-1/rael when Moſes was a way,that you are nabed;and 
what,are you in Laodzcza's caſe. indeed? do you not know 
that you are naktd ? are you naked andare you ner afraid ? 
arc you naked and not aſhamed ? this would becomea ſtate 
of innocence indeed; in which ir was obſerved of Adam and 
his Wife , that they were both nabed , and were not aſhamed, 
Gen.2.5. But will it ſuit with ſuck a ſtate of fin and danger, 
as the beſt of you are in ? do you not find your felves un- 
covered ? have you no ſenſe and feeling of it ? eſpecially 


at ſuch atime as this, when the Jydgements of the Lord are 


abroad upon the Earth, upon the-Land, upon this very place 
in which you live, more ways then I am able to expreſs. 


Alas, alas, you are uncoyered, whether you know it,yea or 


no: And it is perhaps ſome mercy; that youare nor quite 
uncovered. . Here ſpend your tears, and you ſhall nor mif- 
place your ſorrow. That .s the firft branch of direRion 3 
weep for your ſelves : for the fins tfr:you have done,and for 


.the Judgments that yon may be like-to ſuffer. 


2. There is a ſecond yer behind,and'I have done. 7 
for your Children. Weep not for me, ſaith Chriſt, but weep 
for your (clves, and for your Children, And why for them ? 
Becauſe their Children were ro'bear a ſhare, and ſuffer with 
them iri the wrath that was about ro come upon them;as you 
may ſee, Lyke 19. 43- For the days ſhall come upon thee 


(faith our Saviour) that thine enemies ſhall caſt a Trench | 


abour rhee , and compaſs thee round}, and keep thee in on 


every fide,and fhall lay thee even with rhe ground, and thy 
- Children with thee. Brethren,if you have any tears lefr, draw 


a few upon your children ? you arenot able to foreſce what 

miſeries your little 'ones may be reſerved for : and verily 

their danger is increaſed as well as yours, by this ſtroke : for 
cu have loſt a Cafechzjer,as well as a Pgeacher 3 you” know - 


what care and pains he-cook,and what a gift-and faculty he 


had in-inſtilling holy knowledge into your children , and 


you liccle ones, while he had liberty in publick,and _ 
| with 
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with opportunity in private, He took a very = delight 
ro tamper with'rhem,and ro tole them on to the holy ways 


vof God, by all the means that he was able to deviſe. It was 
his very laſt deſign (as he was always full of holy Proje&s) 
ro take ſome courſe , thar children might be more general 
principled in the grounds and fundamentals of Religion then - - 
rhey are, And Iam very well aflurcd, that many of your 
Children, have ſuch 1:quor poured into them by his means, 
that they will reliſh of ir as long as they have a day to live, 
and it may be bleſs the Lord and him for it, to all erernity. 
And therefore you have cauſe enough to weep that you have 
loſt a Miniſter that was fit 4nd apt to Teach, not your ſelves 
only, bur your Children roo, and make them bnow the way of 
the Loyd. Not to feed the Sheep only,but ro lead the Lambs 
., £00, and to bear them in his boſom, as the expreffion is, 
Tfa. 40. 11. I haye done with the dircRions, weep for your 
ſelves, and for your Children. 

And now for the cloſe of all, I ſay again, ep not for him, 
his ſorrow certainly, is tyre 7znro joy , and therefore ſo ler 
yours be alſo. He hath receiv'd that bleſſed fenrence, weft . 
done g10d and faitbfn! Servant,enter into thy Maſters joy. And 
let me tell you (I ſpeak ic upon good affurance) he wenr- 
rriumphantly to glory : An entrance was Miniſired to bim a- 
bundantly into the Heavenly Kingdom. . As he drew nearer 
Heaven (ill his diſeaſe prevailed againſt his reaſon (he grew 
ſtill more Heavenly. When Grace and Glory were about 
ro joyn, grace in him was moſt Glorious. Oh with whar 
exraſie, and raviſhments of Spirir did he flic away into the 
boſom of his Saviour! $2 

I have but one word to add, and it is that of the Apoſile, 
Heb.-13 Remember him that had ſometimes the Rule over you, 
who hath ſpoben to you the word of the Lord, whoſe Faith fol- 
low, conſedering the-end of his converſation. And that was 2 
bleſſed end indeed. Remember him, ro follow him in all 
that were exemplary in him, wherher: concerning Faith,or 
Life,that walking in the holy wiy that he did, you may ac laft 
come to the happy End and Place where hes. © 
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" "A 'Neets bibold, and joy to ſee ſuch Men, -2 
| As this Herozch Saint, whoſe Tongue, and Pep, 
. And Heart, and Hand, were ready, nimble till - 
= with diligence, to db. his Maſters will; . TOW | 
Xo Here Hope brs Sails did fill. © _ Reb.6:to0,11,12. ; 
oa Such fragrant Graces as all wonared at, Fes: 
Perfume-his Name, bit few can. imitate; 
He purifi'd himſelf from things amiſs, 
E's As one that long'd to (te bis God in blifs; Wo; 
WO | Hope was the ground of this, _ - & John 3.243. 
ES. -. His beat with light, judgement with teal did Hine, © 
Bath ſp!akh an exemplairy great Divine. 
. 48 In every Scene was feen ſome ſignature 
80 Of Eove, for others benefit and chre f 
"TS "© _- Becauſe his hope was [ure. Col.1.4,5- \ 
H& life a warfare. was: no ſlaviſh fear * | 
- 3 Of Earthor Helt did in bis breſt appear. EY, 
Wo 2 The Fight is fought, the Battel fally done, F 
W323 Trophits and Palms are his, the Field is won ; j 
No: 5 f : Hope »s turn'd to Viſgon. : / Rom.8.24. | 
PS. 45 Bis Spirit gavanced is to Heaven above, . 
b5% * Triumphing there, plac't on Yhe Tower of Love 
EZ...  Bleſt with an everlaſting ſbining day, X. | 
= * Circled within his Saviowrs arms alway; | FB 
l Oh, bere his chzef bope lay. I Trm..1.1. I 
Singing perpetual prayſes to the Lamb, J 
E .. > By whoſe pure blood the world he overcame : + | 
WF "Bearing 4 part 7n that Harmonious Duire, i, 
% -The 8bject of bis conſtant ſtrong deſire, * F 
| To this hope did aſpire. Acs 26.6.9, 1 
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